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In an increasingly interconnected world, disruptions—both positive and negative—are accelerating. This
trend poses new challenges for maintaining stability, promoting prosperity, and developing ethical and
effective governance. We congratulate the Atlantic Council and, in particular, Adrienne Arsht, for the
foresight and initiative to establish the Adrienne Arsht Center for Resilience in order to promote policies
designed to create a more stable and resilient world.

A single event or disruption can spark any number of unexpected, reverberating consequences which
make responding to the initial challenge ever more difficult. Today, we have convened as a Task Force to
help inform and support the work of this new Center. We believe that the following tenets should be the
core of the Adrienne Arsht Center for Resilience:

e Resilience is one of the principal antidotes to turbulence. It is a policy strategy to manage shocks,
recover from the worst effects, and gain in the process.

e Theinternational system — both its institutions and its architecture — must be made more resilient
to sudden and disruptive change by identifying links between issues as diverse as severe weather
events, global health, refugees, violent extremism, natural disasters, cyber security, and critical
infrastructure. Given the interconnectivity of today’s society, these problems are impossible to
isolate from each other.

e The Adrienne Arsht Center for Resilience will demonstrate and promote the need for resilient
solutions at a local, national, and international scale using its convening power and creative
communications mechanisms to reach the relevant stakeholders.

The Task Force strongly endorses the Adrienne Arsht Center for Resilience’s commitment to impact-driven
programming, working directly with community leaders and individuals in cities, states, and international
organizations as they respond to crises and disruptions, and return stronger than before. This innovative
approach distinguishes itself in the think-tank community as programming designed for policy makers,
elected officials, and those on the front lines of disruption-response. The recommendations put forth by
the Center will use local and international approaches to inform one another and ensure that best
practices are used to empower people worldwide.

As a global organization, the Atlantic Council possesses the attributes to promote resilient thinking and
strategies around the world. By leveraging the strength of the Council’s impressive international network
of partnerships, we urge the Center to successfully identify, highlight, and network together those
individuals, organizations, communities, policies, and practices that together help build resilient societies.
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Signed:

Adm. Thad Allen, Commandant, United States Coast Guard (Ret.); Executive Vice President, Booz Allen
Hamilton

Mr. Donald A. Baer, Worldwide Chair and Chief Executive Officer, Burson-Marsteller

Mr. Francis Bouchard, former Group Head of Government and Industry Affairs, Zurich Insurance Company;
Managing Director, Hamilton Place Strategies

Dr. Esther Brimmer**, former Assistant Secretary for International Organization Affairs, US Department
of State; Professor of International Affairs, Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington
University

Dr. Anita Chandra, Director, RAND Justice, Infrastructure, and Environment, RAND Corporation

Mr. Edward Davis, former Police Commissioner, Boston Police Department; President and CEO, Edward
Davis LLC

Amb. Paula J. Dobriansky**, former Under Secretary of State for Democracy and Global Affairs, US
Department of State; Senior Fellow, Future of Diplomacy Project, JFK Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs, Harvard University

Mr. Martin Edelman, Senior of Counsel, Paul Hastings LLP

Ms. Shiloh Fetzek, Senior Fellow for International Affairs, The Center for Climate and Security

Dr. Stephen Flynn, Professor of Political Science; Co-Director, Kostas Research Institute; Director, Center
for Resilience Studies, Northeastern University

Dr. Kathy French, General Neurosurgeon/Pediatrics Specialty (Ret.)

Ms. Sherri W. Goodman**, former Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Environmental Security), US
Department of Defense; Public Policy Fellow, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

Judge Alice Hill, former Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Resilience Policy, National
Security Council; Research Fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University

Dr. CJ Huff, former Superintendent, Joplin Schools; President, The CJ Huff Group

Dr. Jane Holl Lute**, former Deputy Secretary, US Department of Homeland Security; President and CEO,
Council on CyberSecurity

Mr. Franklin D. Kramer**, former Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Affairs, US Department
of Defense; Distinguished Fellow, Brent Scowcroft Center on International Security, Atlantic Council

Ms. Nancy Lindborg, President, United States Institute of Peace

Gen. David H. Petraeus**, former Director, Central Intelligence Agency; Chairman, KKR Global Institute
Mr. Robert Pullen, Executive Producer, Nouveau Productions

Adm. James Stavridis**, former Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR), NATO; Dean, The Fletcher
School, Tufts University

Judge William H. Webster**, former Director of Central Intelligence, Central Intelligence Agency; former
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation; Chair, Homeland Security Advisory Council

** Atlantic Council Board Director



